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Costa Rica at a glance
• Location: Central America, between Nicaragua and Panama.

• Coastlines: Pacific Ocean and Caribbean Sea. 

• Land area: Approximately 51,100 km².

• Population: Approximately 5.2 million people (2025 estimate). 

• Official language: Spanish.

• Approximately 26% of Costa Rica’s land territory is protected under
its system of protected areas, including national parks.

• 1995 Organic Environmental Law

• 1996 Forestry Law
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Citizen participation

SITADA

Georeferenced complaints
Public tracking

Administrative proceedings
Criminal proceedings
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49 902 complaints 
(84% of the total)

https://www.sitada.go.cr/denunciaspublico/index.aspx


Shared information

CENIGA

SINIA + SIMOCUTE

Specialised mandates
Interoperable geoservices
Metadata and quality
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https://www.snitcr.go.cr/index2


Technical support to the Tribunal

Technical Unit

Complaint
Official data review
Field inspection
Technical report
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Information and evidence

SNIT / IGN

Source and date
Method and limitations

The authority
assesses the evidence
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National 
Mapping using 
Copernicus

Sentinel 1 + 2
AI + validation

58,14 – 58,94%
Forest cover, 2023
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SINAC 2023

https://pnud-conocimiento.cr/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Infografia-Bosques_VF.pdf



Institutional use of Earth 
Observation

Citizens
Institutions
Science and expertise

Information for
informed decisions
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Thank you for 
your attention

Ana Julieta Calvo Obando
Director of CENIGA, 
MINAE - Costa Rica

julieta.calvo@minae.go.cr

mailto:Julieta.calvo@minae.go.cr
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